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For amending an A£t, paffed in the Parliament of 
Ireland in the Thirty-fifth Year of Hia prefent 
Majesty, for regulating the Eledtion of Members 
to ferve in Parliament, fo far as relates to Freeholds 
under the Yearly Value of Twenty Pounds; and 
for making farther and other Regulations relating 
thereto. 



Note . — ‘The Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios 
in the written Copy. 



1 ®>®lR<!Eag by an Aft, paffed in the Parliament of 
J jrmr Ireland in the Thirty-fifth Year of the Reign of His pre- 
k $ f ent Ma j e % King George the Third, intituled, “ An 

“ A£t for regulating the Eleblion of Members to ferve in 
“ Parliament, and for repealing the feveral Adis therein mentioned,” 
it is Enabled, That no Perfon lhall be admitted to vote at any Elec- 
tion of a Member or Members to lerve in Parliament, by virtue of 
a Freehold under the Yearly Value of Twenty Pounds, unlefs fuch 
Freehold lhall have been in his actual Occupation, either by his re- 
hding thereon, or tilling or grazing the lame, to the Amount of Forty 

2 ShillingsYearly Value thereof, at theTimeofhis regiftering the lame, 
purfuant to the Provifions of the faid Adi, and alfo for Six (iicceftive 
Calendar Months at the leaff between the Date of fuch Regiftry and 
the Telle of the Writ for holding the Elebfion, unlefs fuch Freehold 
lhall have come to fuch Perfon by Devife, Defcent, Marriage, or 
Marriage Settlement, and was demii'ed at the Time it lo came, and 
continued at the Time of fitch Eledtion to be held under him by 
virtue of fuch Demile : 

And whereas it is by the faid Act further Enabled, That no Per- 
lon lhall be admitted to vote at an Eledtion of a Member or Mem- 
d°> A bers 



Preamble : 
Aft 35 Geo. 
III. 
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jbers to Ferve in Parliament by virtue of a Freehold, unlefs he fhail 
have regiftered the fame within Eight Years preceding the Telle of 
the Writ for holding fuch Eleftion, in the Manner therein mentioned; 
(that Is to fay) he lhall in open Court, at fome Seffions of the 3 
Peace held Six Months at the leaft previous to the laid Telle, in the 
County, Town, or City where his Freehold lies, take and fubfcribe. 
the Qath in the faid A£t recited, or, if a Quaker, the Affirmation 
therein recited, unlefs his Freehold lhall conlill of a Rent Charge: 

•Certain Pro- And whereas the aforefaid wholefome Provifions of the faid re- 
viiions of the c j tec | have, to the great Encouragement of Perjury and Corrup- 
been A eva’ied e tion, been upon the expefted Approach of an Eleftion evaded bv the 
by the Crea- Creation of fraudulent and fitSlitious Freeholds, by pretended Grants 
dufenS" of or A greements for Leales for a Life or Lives, though no Leafe, or 
saitioM Agreement for luch Leafe, has been ever reduced to Writing, or 

•Freeholds. p uc j, Life -or Lives ever nominated; 

TBc ft therefore HBnaSCD by the KING’S Mofc Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice arid Confent of the -Lords Spl- 4 
ritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament 
Recited Pro- affembled, and by the Authority of the lame. That from and after 
vifions re- t h c Day 0 f the laid recited Claufes lhall 

peeied. j )c a[1( j T ] le p ame are hereby repealed. 



No Perfon 
fliall be ad- 
mitted to vote 
at any Elec- 
tion of a 
Member for 
Ireland, but 
under a cer- 
tain Qualifi- 
•cation. 



And be it further Enabled, That no Perfon lhall be admitted to. 
vote at any Election to be held in that Part of the United Kingdom 
called Ireland , for the Ele&ion of a Member or Members to ferve in 
Parliament, by virtue of a Freehold under the. Yearly Value of 
unlefs fuch Freehold lhall have been in his a&ual 
Occupation, by his refiding thereon, to. the Amount of 

Yearly thereof, at the Time of his regiftering the fame, 
purfuant to the Provifions hereinafter mentioned, or by tilling and 
^razing Land to the Amount of at leaft Forty Shillings clear Yearly 
Value, over and above all Rent Charges and Impofitions payable 
thereout, the Boundaries whereof lhall be defcribed in the Regiftry 
of fuch Freehold, and alfo for Calendar Months, at the 

leaft immediately preceding the Telle of the Writ for holding the 
Election, unlefs fuch. Freehold lhall have come to fuch Perfon by 
Devife, Defcent, Marriage, or Marriage Settlement, and was de- 
mifed at the Time it lb came, and continued at the Time of fuch' 
Election to be held under luch Demile. 



"Voters for 
^Freehold de- 
rived by 
Leafe, to re- 
mitter i'uch 
Leafes, and 
take the Oath 
prefcribed, 
within a cer- 
tain Time 
•previous to 
-Election. 



And be it further Enabled, That from and after the 
Day of no Perfon lhall be admitted to vote at any 

Eledlion of a Member or Members to ferve in Parliament, by 
virtue of a Freehold under the clear Yearly Value of Twenty 
Pounds Sterling, derived by Leafe, Article, or Agreement for a 
Leafe, unlefs he lhall have regiftered the fame in the Manner 
following; (that is to lay) he lhall in open Court, at fome Sef- 
iions of the Peace or Adjournment thereof, held Twelve Ca- 
lendar 
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Hendiir Months at the leaft previous to the Telle of the 'Writ 
for holding fuch Election, in the Comity, County of a City or 
Town, where his Freehold lies, take and fubfcribe the following 
■Oath, or, if a Quaker, the following Affirmation : 

“ f, A. B. of in the County of 

“ [or, of the County of the City, or Town of 
“ as (he Cafe may be] do fwear [or, f a Quaker , affirm] 
“ That I am a Freeholder of the County of 
“ and that I have a Freehold therein, ariling from [an 
“ Houle or Houfes, Land, or both, or other Hereditaments, 
“ as she Cafe may be] of the clear Yearly Value of Forty 
“ Shillings at the leaft above ail Charges payable out of the 
fame, lying and being at [naming the Parifh 

“ or P arijhes , if not Extra Parochial, or in Difpute between 
“ fwo Purifies ] and and Barony or 

“ Half Barony, or Baronies or Half Baronies, wherein it 
“ is fituate, in this County, and that the laid Freehold does 
“ not arife from a Rent Charge, and that the fame ariles 
“ to me by virtue of a Deed, Leafe, Article, or Agreement 
“ for a Leafe, bearing Date the Day of 

“ in the Year and made in cafe of joint Tenancy 

“ tome and A. B. [or, if derived from another, 

“ made to C. 1). as the Cafe may be] by A. B. [as the Cafe 
“ may be] of the laid Houle or Houles, Land os Lands, 
“ [or other Hereditaments, as the Cafe may be] for the Life 
or Lives of A. B. and C, ZD. [as the CaJ'e may be] at 
“ the Yearly Rent of and that I now am, 

and have, for Calendar Months, or 

“ Days laft pall, been in the aflual Pofleffion thereof, by 
“ r eliding thereon, to the Amount at leaf! of Forty Shil- 
lings Yearly Value thereof, or by tilling and vraziim 
“ Land to the Amount of at -leaft Forty Shillings clear 
“ Yearly Value, over and above all Rent Charges and 
“ Impofitions payable thereout, as lhall be defcribed ill the 
11 Boundaries thereof; and that the laid Freehold is not 
•“ fet or agreed to be let, nor do I intend to fet the fame 
“ to the Perfon or Perlbns from whom 1 hold it, or to 
. ** the Heirs or Affigns of fuch Perfon or Perfons, or to 
“ any one in Trull for him, her, or them ; and that I have 
“ not agreed to let it for the Term for which I hold it; 

nor have 1 procured it fraudulently, or in exchange'for a 
“ Freehold in any other County. So help me GOD.” 

And if the Freehold in right or virtue w.hereof any Perfon lhall 
defire to vote, lhall not arife from or be derived by virtue of a 
Leafe, or Agreement for a Leafe, for Life or Lives, to the Perfon 
who lhall delire to regifter the fame, and luch Perfon lhall cbufe 
to regifter it, he lhall defcribe the fable in the Oath fo to be taken 
®~y him, according to the true State and Nature thereof, and fet 

out 
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out the Manner in which and through whom the fame is derived, 
in which Cafe the Words in the foregoing Oath, importing the 
fame arifes by virtue of a Leafe, or Agreement for a Leaie for io 
Life or Lives, lhall be omitted : Provided always, that nothing.in 
this Aft, or in any other Aft or Adis contained, lhall extend, or 
be confirmed to extend, fo as to entitle any more than Two Perfons 
to vote as joint Tenants or Tenants in common, under any Leafe, 
Article, or Agreement for a Leafe, for any Lands, Tenements, or 
Hereditaments whatfoever ; nor lhall any Tenant or Tenants for 
any Life or Lives be enabled or entitled to vote for or in refpeft of 
gnv Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments tvhatfoever, fave and ex- 
cept fuch Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments ; and the respec- 
tive Boundaries thereof lhall be particularly mentioned, fpecified, 
dcfcribed, and let forth in the Leafe, Article, or Agreement, Grant 
or Demil'e of the fame ; nor lhall any Perfon or Perfons be enabled 
or entitled to regifter a Vote for or by reafon of any Indorlement II 
or Indorlements on any fuch Leafe, Article, or Agreement, grant- 
ing or demifing fuch Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, for any 
Life or Lives not fpecified or fet forth in the Body of fuch Leafe, 
Article, or Agreement. 

Perfons de- And be it Enaaed, That every Perfon drifting to regifter a 
firing to re- Freehold' under the Yearly Value of 

Md" m'pro- lhall produce the Grant, Leafe, or Agreement under which he 
d, ice ’the claims the fame; and that every Oath or Affirmation made and 
obtain 6erti- fubfcribed at any General Quarter Seffions of the Peace, or Ad- 
ficiuethereof. journment thereof as aforefaid, lhall be read aloud in open Court, 
and Two at leaft of the Juftices prefiding there lhall, at the foot of 
the laid Affidavit or Affirmation, in the following Words certify ; 

“ We certify, that the laid Oath or Affirmation [as the Cafe may 
“ he\ was read aloud in open Court and alio certify on the 
Back of the faid Leafe, Article, or Agreement, and by their Signa- iz 
ture certify, that the faid Grant, Leafe, or Agreement for a Leaie, 
was read and duly regiftered before us in open Court, on the 
Day of and the faid Affidavit 

lhall be then delivered by the Court to the aiftihg Clerk of the 
Peace, to be filed and kept amongft the Records of the County, 
County of a City, or Town, wherein fuch Freehold, lhall lie. 

Freeholders And be it further Enacted, That every Perfon W'ho lhall offer 
to liefcribe t0 vote as a Freeholder in right of a Freehold under the Yearly 
of'their" 1 ” 0 ” Value of lhall, before, he lhall be admitted to poll 

Freeholds at any Election, if required by the Sheriff or any Eledfor, declare 
offering their upon Oath from whom he holds or derives his Freehold, if he holds 13 
Votes, and to it under any Perfon or Perfons, and if the fame be lituate in a 
lhribedoath” City. Town Corporate, or Market Town, and deferibe the Street 
if required. ’ or Part of the City or Town in which the fame is lituate, and who 
are his next refident Neighbours, and when the fame was granted, 
and for what Life or Lives, and whether fuch Life or Lives, or 
any of them, is or are in being at the Time of fuch Election, and 

whether 
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whether he is the Perfon who aftually re^iftered the Fee h u 

under which he defires to vote: and the fiid Heel 7 Fre . ehold 

fuch Cafes fhall be entered in the Pol pit , P eclarat “ ns ™ all 
or their Deputies, at the '^ 

before he be admitted 

“ fr of fhe Town or City of ““ C °“ t} ' ° f d<| .• , . 

“ Counf^d th 5 a fl“ ] That 1 am a Freeholder" of this 
« f’ nd t, ha r 1 haVe 3 Freehold therein arifino- f rom 

*, H u ' r e or Houfies, Land, or both, or other Heredito 
«, ments [" the Ca f e ™“y he] of the Yearly Value of 

e t r , , at the-leaft- above all Charges payable out 
f of the W, lying and beina at ° 

'« ,‘ hat 1 am the reto, or derive the fame under or 

“ tUc T ° f fa Dee u’ Leafe ’ GraIlt > or Affignment [as 
>5 “ Date ^ ^ * S ' “d bearing 

“ Recife T l r the Cafe may b ^’ »^are ] [“ 

« y ] ! u ahve ’ ai,d that 1 have been in the 

« a f aa ‘° CCU P ati0n , thereof for Twelve Calendar Months 
„ 3. 1 ^ immediately preceding the . Da 

“ 1 ,r , „ \ namin S the Day of the Telle of the Writ 

« Mng - theAle£h °n] by refiding thereon, or by tilling 
« “ d S razln S L *” d to the Amount of at leaft Fort? 

« “gs clear Yearly Value, over and above all Rem 
“ m , ff a ‘u d r Imp ? fiti “ s Payable thereout [as the Cafe 
“ t *-f^ and ? ha ‘ th ? faid Freehold is not fet, or a°reed 

6 “ or to the H ?hC 1 Tm" ° r Perl '° nS fr ° m wh Pm 1 hold it, 

« ° t0 the Helrs “■ A ®gtis of fuch Perfon or Perfons or 

“ L k y r em d“ ft r° r hlm ° r them ’ and that 1 have not 
« f nd l” T a f eed t0 fat f “t ‘he Time which I hold it : 
and that I have not been polled before at this EieSion. - 
“ So help me GOD.” 

tle&eft b th It w 1 ' t d er f^f a ‘ aed ’ That if any CandicJ ate orKlefior ihall 
T/’ ‘ he W °tds following flail be added; « And that I am to the 
hell of rny Belief, of the °Age of Twenty-oneYe^ ‘ 

“tot ofthlf^t^Si^fT 7 d a j- e - thC Coinmence - ‘Extending 
and Penalties of the f’l ■ 7’ P „ auFes ’ Conditions, Regulations, Powmof 

eadertheYelriy Value d , l ° *“<• 

altered or renealed twi 1 wenty Pounds, and which are not hereby unkfi .here 
'eref^to Z Ft \ b 7 apP ‘! ed t ““ftreed, deemed, and taken ^ 
the Value of Twenty Pounds, the 
5,0. • JS ^ thls A£t ehrefted and required, as fully and ■ 

® cftl-clually 
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effefluafly as if the fame were hereby and herein fpecifically efia&ed i; 
and applied thereto. 



Deeds, &c. 
not to be re- 
giflered, un- 
lefs properly 
{lamped. 



And, for the further and better Prevention of the Creation of 
fictitious and fraudulent Freeholds under the Value of Iwenty 
Pounds ; Be it Enadted, That the Juftices prefiding at the Seffions 
at which any Freeholder {hall defire to have his Freehold regiftered, 
fliall not certify any Deed, Leafe, Grant, or Agreement as ex- 
hibited to them for the Purpofe of being regiftered, unlels_ luch 
Deed, Grant, Leafe, or Agreement, {hall appear to have paid the 
Stamp Duty appropriate and proper for fuch Deed, Grant, Leafe, 
or Inftrument, at the Time the fame bears Date. 



And whereas it would tend to the Prevention of Bribery and 
Corruption at the Eleftion of Members to ferve in Parliament, l8 
and the Creation of Fraudulent Freeholds, to fubject the Perfon 
or Perfons granting luch Fraudulent Freeholds, as well as the 
Perfons who {hall vote in virtue thereof, to an Adtion by the 
Party againft whom fuch Vote was given ; Be it. therefore Enadted, 
Perfons That if any Perfon or Perfons {hall fraudulently and knowingly 
granting fie- errant a fraudulent and fidtitious Fieehold, or any Intel eft . im- 
riuous Free- ® tincr tQ be a F ree hold, in virtue whereof a Vote {hall be given, 
liable to a e every Perfon fo granting the fame {hall forfeit to any Candidate 
Penalty. f or ^ bom f uc h Vote {hall not be given the Sum of One hundred 
Pounds, to be recovered by him, his Executors and Adminiftrators, 
with Cofts, by Adtion of Debt, in any Court of Record in Dublin , 19 
wherein no Effoign {hall be allowed ; and in every fuch Adtion the 
Proof fliall lie on the Perfon againft whom fuch Adtion fliall be 
brought. 



Perfons And be it further Enacted, That it fliall and may be lawful to 

ail d for the Perfon or Perfons who fliall bring fuch Adtions, to file 
SforDif- one or more Bill or Bills for Difcovery of Evidence, in His Majefty’s 
cQvery of Q om -t of Chancery or Court of Exchequer in Ireland, ill aid of luch 
Evidence. yy^ion or Adtions, againft the Perfon or Perfons againft whom luch 
Adtion . fliall be brought, to which Bill no Plea or Demurrer fliall be 
allowed, and that it lhall be fufficient for the Plaintiff in fuch Adtion 
to fet forth in his Declaration, that the Defendant path acted con- 
trary to this Adt, and to alledge the particular Offence, without 
mentioning the Writ of Summons to Parliament, or the Return 
thereof, and that on the Trial of any IiTue in any luch Adtion, the 
Plaintiff fliall not be obliged to prove the W l it ot Summons to Par- 
liament, or the Return thereof, or any Warrant to the Sheriff granted 
Limitation > 011 Writ of Summons: Provided always, that every fuch 

of Attions. Adtion fliall be commenced within Months next a-ftei 

.fuch fraudulent and fidtitious Vote fliall be given. 



And be it further Enadted, That in cafe the Plaintiff in any 
Adtion given by this Bill lhall difeontinue or he nonluited, or a 
judgment fliall be given againft him, the Defendant lhall recover 
full Cofts. 

An<h 
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Arid, for the better fecuring the Performance of the Duties 
31 hereby and by the faid in part recited Aft, direfted to be performed 

by the Clerk of the Peace, Be it further Enafted, That the feveral clerks of the 
Clerks of the . Peace of the feveral Counties of Ireland fhall, at the e 

General Quarter Seffions of the Peace, or Adjournment -thereof, 
next after the palling of this A£t, and all and every fucceeding Clerks 
of the Peace, at the next General Quarter Seffions of the.Peace, 
or Adjournment thereof next after his Appointment, take and lub- 
fcribe.an Oath in the Form following, and which Oath thejuftices 
prefiding at the faid Seffion are hereby diredted and empowered to 
adminilter ; 



“ I, A. B. Clerk rof the Peace ‘for the County of 

“ [ as the Cafe may be\ do fwear, That I will faithfully and 
honeftly, and without Favour -or Affedtion, perform and 
“ difeharge the feveral Duties diredted to be performed by 
ai “ tiic Clerks of the Peace, by an Aa, paffed in the Parlia- 

“ ment of Ireland in the Thirty-fifth Year of the Reign of 
“ His prefent Majefty, intituled, “ An Aa for regulating 
“ the EleQion of Members to ferve in Parliament, and for 
“ repealing the feveral Adts therein mentioned,” and, by an 
“ Adt paffed in the Forty-fourth Year of His prefent Ma- 
■“ jelly’s Reign. [ here fet forth the Title of this Acl\. 

“ So help me GOD.” 

And which Oath the faid Clerks of the Peace are hereby required 
toprelerve amonglt trie County Records. 

And be it further Etradted, That the faid feveral and refpedtive Clerks of it* 
Clerks of the Peace fliallfrom Time to Time, as direaed by the faid 
23 in part recited AS of the Thirty-fifth Year of His prefent Majefly’s tum ofFrec- 
Reign, give to every Freeholder who fhall require the fame, a full, b ° lde «- 
tru°, and correa Return of the Names of all fucb Perlons as lhall 
regilter their Freeholds according to the Direaions of this Aa, and 
of the faid Aa of the Thirty-fifth Year of His prefent Majelty’s 
Reign, and, if required by the Party demanding the fame, fhall 
certify that the faid Return fo made is true and correa. 

Provided always, and be it further Enaaed, That nothing in this t ^ CT b r ™ 5 r ” ot 
Aa contained lhall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to prevent any “ „ t e d F from 
Perfou from votm 0- at any Eleaion for a Member or Members to voting at 
ferve in Parliament, the Telle of the Writ for holding which lhall “ e hb '“j 5 j eo{ 
bear Date before the Firll Day of but every Perfon the Writ Ml 

24. who might, by -the Law in force before the palling of this Aa, J»jf b "' 

vote at any fuch Eleaion, lhall and may vote thereat as fully -and Dsy of 
freely, to all Intents and Purpofes, as if thisAa had no? been made, 
fubjedt to all and Angular the Claufes, Conditions, Oaths, and Re- 
gulations appointed and provided by the faid in part recited Aa, 
and every returning Officer and Deputy lhall have the like Powers 
with refpea to any fuch Perfon polling as if this AH had not been 
tjo. B 2 made, 
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No other 
Oaths to be 
required but ' 
fuch as pre- < 
(cribed by 
this Ad, and 
35 Geo. III. 



Errors' in the 
Regiftry of 
Freeholds 
not to vitiate 
fuchRegiftry. 
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•made, provided he - fhall produce to the' Returning Officers, if re- 
quired by him, or any Elector, the Deed, Leafe, Article, or Agree- 
ment, under which he derives his Freehold, and that it fhall appear 
to fuch Returning Officer that fuch Deed, Leafe, Article, or Agree- 
ment, was duly Ramped and executed before the Regiftry of fuch 
. Deed, Leafe, Article, or Agreement. 

And, in order to remove : all unneceffary Obftruftions in the , 
Exercife of the Right of voting, and to prevent the Multiplication 5 
of Oaths, Be it. and it is. hereby Enacied, That no other or further 
Oath or Oaths, fave and except the Oath to . prevent Bribery and 
Corruption, as preferibed by an Aft of the Parliament of Ireland, 

35 Geo. III. cap. 29, fee. 60, which-, is hereby required to be ad- 
miniftered at theDefire of any Candidate or.Eledor, fhall be- required 
or deemed neceffary to be taken by any Perfon regifteringbis Vote 
or giving his Suffrage - on any Eleftion of Members to ferye in 
'Parliament, except fuch Oaths as are preferibed by this Aft. 

And whereas Clerical Miftakes or unintentional Errors, may, in 
the Hurry of Regiftry of fuch Freeholds as aforefaic], take place; 

Be it further Enafted, That any fuch Clerical Miftake or. uninten- 
tional Error, not purporting to alter the true Meaning and Intention 
of this Aft, fhall be deemed , or conftrued to vitiate fuch Regiftry of 
fuch Eleftor, in all other Refpefts properly and correftly regiftered 
conformable to. the Provisions of this Aft. 
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For amending an A£t, patted in the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland, in the Thirty-fifth Year 



